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%ﬂvat eVPEMG YVWOTH OTL Ol TIPOETOLPAOieS yia TV ekoTpateia
otV Aola, pe v omoia ot "EAAnves Ba exdikobvtav tovg [Tép-
ogg, étav avtol oyedlacav kat mpoonddnoav ywpic emtvyia va
kataAdfouv kat va emekteivouv dvtikd mépav s M. Aoiag ta ov-
vopa ¢ avtokpatopiag Tovg ota téAn Tov 6ov Kat 0TS apyég Tov
S5ov at. .X., fjrav pakpdmvoes kat ypovoPépes kat elyav 1on ap-
xloet va dpoporoyotvtat améd tov PiAvrmo B, oxeddv apéows petd
v emkpdton tov oty EAAGSa. O oyediaopds g exotpateiag
avtig dev mepeAdpfave pévo ta otpatiwtikd odpata mefdv, -
TEWV Kat Tov 0téhov Twv Makeddvov kat tov dAilev EAAvov,
aAAd kat v empeAnteia 6AnG avtig ™G ekoTpatevTikic dvvaung
mov émpeme va avtanokplfel otpatiotikd pe tov kaAltepo tpdmo
0€ TEPLOYEG €V PEPEL POVO YVOPLUES 1] TIAVTEADG AYVOOTEG.
Avdpeoa ota dtdpopa oopata empeAnteiag, ta omoia pdAiov
TOTE AMEKTNOAV AVayKaoTikd ovotnpatikdtepn dopr], o ovykpo-
THEVN popen kat kaboprotikd pdro pe ovykekpipéveg evBiveg yia
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Jis widely known that the preparations for the military

campaign in Asia — by which the Greeks would take revenge
on the Persians for having tried unsuccessfully to expand the bor-
ders of their empire to the west beyond Asia Minor at the end of
the 6th and the beginning of the 5th century BC — were far-rea-
ching and time-consuming, and their implementation had already
began with Philip II, almost as soon as he conquered Greece. The
planning of the campaign included the management not only of
the military forces of infantry and cavalry, and the fleet of Mace-
donia and other Greek states, but also the logistics of all this ex-
peditionary force that had to function militarily in the best
possible way in areas that were either partly known or completely
unknown.
Among the various logistics corps, which at that time probably
acquired of necessity a more systematic structure, a more organized
form, and a decisive role with specific responsibilities for the suc-



™V emtuyy ékfaon avtig g ekotpateiag, elvat kat to eAdylota
YVOOoT6 “odpa tov fnuatiotdv kal nuepodpoumy’.

H Aé&n Pruatiotiic eppavifetal oto mpookivio amokAeloTtikd
oe oyéon pe tov AAéEavdpo.? Ot minpogopiec twv apyaiwv Tydv
yta tovg fnpatiotés elvar eAdyloteg kat mpoépyovrat and peta-
yevéotepovg ovyypageic. O Abvvaitog otovg Aeimvooopiotés
(10.442b) avtiel mAnpogopies and tovg Xrabuovs tng Adeédv-
opov Ilopeiac mov éypae o Adeédvopov Pnuatiotijc Baitwv kat
ané tovg Aotac Yrabuovs mov éypaye o Apdvtac.’ O Ztpdfov
(11.514, 15.723-4) ypnotporotel dedopéva and tovg Aotatikovc
2rabuois, alld kar ané tov EpatooBévn, o omolog eiye faototel
oTLG HETPNOELS Kat TG avapopés tov fnpatiotedv.* Kat o ITAtviog
(Naturalis Historia 2.73, 7.20, 6.44-5, 6.61-3, 6.69, 5.129, 7.11)
avagépet tov Atdyvnto’ kat tov Baitova wg itinerum eius (SnA.
Alexandri) mensores (kvptoAektikd: “tovg petpntég g mopeiag
tov AdeEdvdpov”) kat tov Prawvidn wg Alexandri Magni cursor
(“Opopéa tov AheEdvdpov”), evd aviiel TAnpogopies kat amd tov
Kamnmnadékn Apyérao (ITAiviog, Naturalis Historia 37.46, 95, 104,
107). Tov Apyérao avagépet eniong o Aroyévng Aaéptiog (2.17)
oG tov yopoypdpo 1n¢ vid AdeédvSpouv yne matnfeiong,’® eved wg
Baoid ¢ Kamnmadokiag o XoAivog (52.18-23).

['ta tov Phavidn eivat yvootég mepioodtepes Anpogopies and
pelg emypagég mov phav oto g, dvo oty OAvpria kat pla
oto Afyto, kat ypovoroyodvtat ota téAn tov 4ov at. .X. Ané tig
emypagéc ota fdbpa tov avdpidvta, mov avébeoe otov OAdpO
Ata, mpokdmtet dtt 0 PrAwvidng fjrav yrog tov Zoitov and m Xep-
oévnoo g Kpnmeg, pypatiotic mg Aoiag kat npepodpdpog tov
faoiéwg AleEdvdpov.” H emypagn oto Afylo odiet pévo toug
TE€00EPLG TPWOTOVG OTIYOVG EVEG TIUNTIKOY Yn@plopatog g mOANG
yta tov Providn, {owg pe apoppr] to katépbwpd tov va tpééet
™v anéotaon and to Afyto oty ‘HAda kar miow oto Afyto oe
pia pépa. To katépBwpa avtd avagépet o ITAiviog (Naturalis His-
toria 7.84 kai 2.181), yopic kdmota dAAn atttoroyia, emetdn pdA-
Aov 1o Oewpel emideén twv abAntikdy kavot)tmv tov PAwvidn,
ouvvoéovtdg to pe avdioya popaikd katopbdpata mov mbavéd-
tata oeEdyovtav otov Circus Maximus g Popng.
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cessful outcome of the campaign, there was the almost unknown
“corps of bematists and hemerodromes”.

The word bematist appears exclusively in relation to Alexander.?
There is scant information about bematists in ancient sources, and
it is found in later authors. Athenaeus in Deipnosophistae
(10.442b) draws information from Stations of the March of Ale-
xander, written by Alexander’s bematist Baeton, and from Stations
of Asia written by Amyntas.’ Strabo (11.514, 15.723-4) uses data
from the Stations of Asia, as well as from Eratosthenes, who had
relied on the bematists’ measurements and reports.* Also, Pliny
(Naturalis Historia 2.73, 7.20, 6.44-5, 6.61-3, 6.69, 5.129, 7.11)
refers to Diognetus’ and Baeton as “itinerum eius (that is,
Alexandri) mensores” (literally, “the counters of Alexander’s co-
urse”), and to Philonides as “Alexandri Magni cursor” (“Alexan-
der’s runner”), while he also draws information from Archelaus
of Cappadocia (Pliny, Naturalis Historia 37.46, 95, 104, 107).
Archelaus is also mentioned by Diogenes Laertius (2.17) as “the
surveyor of the lands conquered by Alexander”,® while Solinus re-
fers to him as king of Cappadocia (52.18-23).

We have more information on Philonides thanks to three in-
scriptions dating from the end of 4th century BC that have come
to light, two at Olympia and one at Aigio. From the inscription
on the statue he dedicated to Olympian Zeus, we gather that Ph-
ilonides was the son of Zoitus, from Hersonisos in Crete, bematist
of Asia and hemerodromos of King Alexander.” From the Aigio
inscription, there remain only the first four lines of a honorific
resolution of the city about Philonides, perhaps because of his feat
of running from Aigio to Elis and back in one day. This feat is
mentioned by Pliny (Naturalis Historia 7.84 and 2.181), without
giving any other explanation, probably because he considers it a
demonstration of Philonides athletic abilities, connecting it with
similar Roman feats that perhaps took place in the Circus
Maximus of Rome.

From this scant and occasional evidence about bematists, we
can surmise that most probably Amyntas and almost certainly Ar-
chelaus, who are referred to as bematists, lived at a later time than



Amé g eAdyloteg kat omopadikég avtég paptuples yia touvg Pn-
patotég mpokvmtel 6T katd mdoa mbavétyta o Apdvrag kat
paAdov oiyovpa o ApyéAaog, ot omoiot avagépovtatr og Pnpatt-
oTég, mpémel va §rav petayevéotepot g emoyfg tov AAeEavdpov
Kat va ypnotporoinoav yia to €pyo toug tig ekbéoeis tov mpd TV
npatiotdv mpog tov AAéEavopo kar mbavév kat €pya tovg ta
omola ot fypatiotég e£€dmoav apydtepa epmiovtiopéva pe Bdon
Tg apykés tov avagopéc.t Emmiéov, tapd to yeyovig i ta ovo-
pata Apdvtag kat ApyéAraog maparépmovy ot Makedovia Y oe
pakedoviky) mpoéAevon kat mapd to yeyovog 6Tt to Ajppa otov
AeEikoypdgpo Hovylo (565) avagépet dt to pYipa fruatifery eivai
“tpémov tvd pakedoviky Aéén”, evrovtoig 1) opdda avty twv Bn-
patotdv tov AdeEavdpouv pdArov dev mpoépyetar amd kdmolo
OLYKEKPIPEVO YEWYPAPLKS YDpo. ZVPPOVa TAVIOG Pe TG apyaieg
TNYEG, 0 6po¢ fnuatiotiic kat N oTPaATWTIKY opdda mov avtol
oLYKpOTOUYV, eppavifoviatl amokAglotikd oe oxéon pe tov AAéEav-
dpo kat tovg Makeddveg.

H mepimtwon tov Prrovion and ) Xepodvnoo meg Kpnng
elvat povadiky, kabdg ovvovdiet 6Vo SpaocTnPLOTTES: EVH Ot LTIO-
Aotttot avagépovrtat pévov g Pnpatiotég, o Prawviong jrav -
patiot|s ™g Aolag kat npepodpdpog tov Pactitd Areédvdpov,
YEYOVOG Tov onpaivetl 6Tt to nuepodpopslv kat to fyuatiCery dev
Atav tavtéonpeg dpaotnptétnteg, av kat efummpetodoav ovva-
@elc avdykeg.’

Ot paptupieg yia tovg nuepodpdpouvs mpornyouvvtat xpovoroytkd
™G emoyNg tov AAeEavopov. O yvwotdtepog nuepodpopog kat pd-
Atota o mpwTog emayyeApatiag tov idovg, dmwg avapépet o Hpo-
dotog (6.105-6), eivat o Petdunmidng o ABnvaiog, o omoiog og dvo
Nuépeg Mye ©g ayyeAtagpopog tov Abnvaiov oty Xmdpt yia va
tntijoet PoRBera mpv andé ™ pdyn tov Mapabdva to 490 1. X.
[Tapépota eivar kat  amootory amd tovg Apyelovg Tpog Ttov
Mapdévio krjpuka, tov kaAltepo mov evidmoav ané Tovg NUEPO-
Opdpoug, yia va tov etdomotjoouvy yta v 5000 kat TG KIvijoelg
Tov Zmapuatkol otpatod vid tov [Tavoavia, pe amotéAeopa va
avaykaotovv ot [Iépoeg va vroymprjoovy amd v Attuky ot
Bowwtia émov kat Ba ddoovv pdyn otg [Miataés to 479 m.X.
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XdAktvo avdylvpo mov ameikoviet

tov Méya AAéEavdpo kat tov otpatd tov otn pdyn

Bronze relief depicting Alexander the Great
and his army in battle

Alexander and they used in their work the reports the first bema-
tists submitted to Alexander. Also they probably used works that
the bematists published later, enriched with information from
those initial reports.® Furthermore, despite the fact that the names
Amyntas and Archelaus hint at Macedonia or a Macedonian ori-
gin, and despite the fact that lexicographer Hesychius, in his entry
for the word bematizein (“to step”), mentions that it is “in a man-
ner of speaking a Macedonian word”, this group of Alexander’s
bematists probably does not come from a specific geographic lo-
cation. In any case, according to the ancient sources, the term be-
matist and the military squad they formed appear exclusively in
connection with Alexander and the Macedonians.



(Hpd6. 9.12). T'a ta yeyovéta tov 362 m.X. o Eevopdvrag (EA-
Anvikd 7.5.10) kat o A6dwpog (15.82) avagépovv 6tt otov
otpatd g Zmdpng ovppeteiyav nuepodpduor and vy Kprm
(katd to avdroyo tev gnuopévov toéotdv amd myv Kprjm), ot
omofot eidomoinoav éykaipa yta tg kivjoelg tov OnPaiov Ena-
pHEVAVOQ.

Ot avagopég avtég oe npepodpdpovg kat fnpatotés odnyody
010 ovpTépacpa 6T évag Nuepodpopog propovoe va elvatr kat fn-
patotig, émwg o PrAwvidng, arrd éyt kat to avtifeto. To ovpmé-
pacpa avtd vroompifetar kat and éva ywpio otov Aifro, o
omolog, meptypdpovtag v eméAaon tov factAtd s Makedoviag
DuAimtriov tov E” péoa and ) Bowwtia pe katebOuvvon v Abnva,
v omroila Oa elye katardfer arpvidraotikd, avagépet 6t évag ma-
patpntic (speculator) €ide tov otpatd tov PuAinmov kat e1do-
moinoe éykatpa tovg ABnvaiovs. I'ia tov tapammpnty (speculator)
avtév o Aiprog tpoabéter v e€fynom (31.24.4): nuepodpduovg
ovoudlovv ot ‘EAAnves avtots mov oe pia nuépa petpovv ywpls
otdon/avdoa tepdoties extdoeic (hemerodromos vocant Graeci
ingens die uno cursu emetientes spatium). H e£fynon avti yua
TOoVG NHEPOdPSOLS paivetal va kaAdmtel kat v widtnta tov Pn-
patioty, agov, katd tov Aifro kat mbavdév kat dArovg apyaiovg
ovyypageic émwg o IMTaveaviag (6.16.5), o épog nuepodpdbpog
Ntav o mo yvootds gvpltepa kat uotkd ovpmepteAdpfave kat
avtév tov fypatoTy.

Ot avagopés avtés kabiotody oagés 6t a) factkn Aettovpyia
TOL NHEPOOPSPOL elval avty Tov oTpaTOTIKOV ayyeAtagpdpou Kat
pdAtota oe kpioeg meptotdoetg, kat ) 1 Aettovpyia avty amnat-
tovoe dwaitepeg tkavomreg. Xpetagdtav doknomn, déxt pévov ya
™ QLOIKY] avtoyy], kat avtd eivat {owg to pdvo kovéd ototyeio
evog nuepodpdpov pe évav abinti. Kvpiwg amartodvrav dprot
yvoon tomoypagiag, kat mbavov draltepeg texvikés yla v amnd-
KTNOTN TG YVOONG avtig, OnAady] g yeoypapiag towv meploydv,
TOV TEpacpdtov kat v dtafdoemv mov Ba ovvtépevay g amo-
oTdoglg mov £TpeTe va KaAVel 0 oTpatds kal HECK TOV OTOlmwV
énpeme va kivn0el, yia va @tdoet pe acpdieia otov mpooplopd
TOV TO GLVTOUOTEPO dLVATOV.
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The case of Philonides from Hersonisos of Crete is unique, be-
cause it combines two activities: while Aristotle referred to the
others only as bematists, Philonides is a bematist of Asia and he-
merodromos of King Alexander. This means that hemerodromein
and bematizein were not identical activities, although they served
related needs.’

Accounts of hemerodromes preceded the era of Alexander. The
most famous hemerodromos, indeed the first professional of his
kind, as mentioned by Herodotus (6.105-6), was Pheidippides the
Athenian, who as a messenger of Athens reached Sparta in two
days to ask for help before the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC. In
a similar case, Argeians sent to Mardonius a messenger, the best
they could find among the hemerodromes, to inform him of the
exit and movements of the Spartan army under Pausanias, so the
Persians had to withdraw from Attica to Boeotia, where the Battle
of Plataea took place in 479 BC (Herodotus 9.12). In relation to
the events of 362 BC, Xenophon (Hellenica 7.5.10) and Diodorus
(15.82) mention that the Spartan army included hemerodromes
from Crete (analogous to the famous archers from Crete), who
notified them in time of the movements of Epaminondas of Th-
ebes. These references to hemerodromes and bematists lead to the
conclusion that an hemerodromos could also be a bematist, as in
the case o Philonides, but not vice versa. This conclusion is also
supported by a passage in Livius, who, while describing the march
of the king of Macedonia Philip V through Boeotia towards Ath-
ens which he would have captured by a surprise attack, he reports
that an observer (“speculator”) saw Philip’s army and notified
Athens in time. Livius, speaking of this observer, he explains
(31.24.4): “the Greeks call hemerodromes those that measure wi-
thout stop/breath vast distances in a day” (“hemerodromos vocant
Graeci ingens die uno cursu emetientes spatium’). This explana-
tion about hemerodromes seems to also cover the capacity of be-
matist, since, according to Livius, and probably other ancient
authors too such as Pausanias (6.16.5), the term hemerodromos
was the most widely known, and naturally included the capacity
of bematist.



O onpavtkdg avtdg otpattoTikés pOAOG TV NHEPOOPOUMY Ep-
gaviCetat kat otov optopd tov épov oto A&k Xovda (§ Zovida,
305): nuepodpduog Aéyetar o 1fjAiog, ardd kat avtol mov peTape-
pouvv tayvtata tig facidikés evrorés. Ot nuepodpdpor eivar véot
otV nAikia, Alyo peyalvtepor ané tovg eprjfovs étav fyddovv ta
npdta yévia, yta va eEumnpetovv tétotov eidovg avdykeg. Asv pé-
pouvv padi tovg mapd povo toéa, PEAN, akovtia kat opevOOVeS yia
exktésevon AlBwv, yrati avtd givat ypriowa otnv odotmopia. Zop-
pova pe Tov optopd avtdv, ot nuepodpdpot evidooovtat ota fon-
Ontikd otpatiwtikd oopata pe ehagpl omAlopd Kar KVPLog
oKoTdG TOVG elvatl 1 OTPATI®TIKY eTLkOV@Via, 1 omola TpoiTo-
0étel kat yvooelg tomoypagiag.

AvTtdg 0 0plopds TV NUEPOdPSH®Y o€ OLVOLAOHO HE TNV KaTa-
yoyn tov PAwvidn, aAdd kat ) avagopd oe Kprjteg npepodpd-
povg otov Eevopdvta kat tov Atddwpo, mapamépmel oTovg
opopeic g apyaiag Kpnmg, tov omolwv o pdrog gaivetal mwg
Htav avaioyog pe avtdv tev nuepodpdpwv. H otpatiwtiky opyd-
vwon g Kpnrtikig moAtteiag oe moAlovg topeis eivat yvooti anéd
onpavtikd aptOpd myadv. EEdArov, oty Kpvjtn n mapddoon twv
dpopémv avayetal oty pubikn emoyy, katd v omoia o Hpwag Ttov
vnotob TdAwg kdBe pépa étpeye oAdyvpa tpelg popés to vnol g
MPOoTATNG KAl VOpopUAas. ATé Tov ouvOLaoPs TOV TIANPOPOPLAV
avtov otg apyaieg yég mpokvmtel dt ot veapol Kprjteg Spopueic
pHdAdov exkmtardevovtav yta va givat og mepimtwon mMoAEpov éva
OTPATIOTIKS oBpa pe eAappy OTALOHS, ETLPOPTIOHEVO KaTapy |V
pe v emkotvevia, N enitevén Opmwg g omoiag mpovmédete
YVOO1 TG gvpVTEPNG TIEPLOYNG Kat TNG ToToypagiag kat {(owg kat
wattepeg teyvikég. Ov Kprjteg dpopeic Oa mpémer va fjtav mept-
tmrot wg pobopdpot nuepodpdpot katd v EAAnviotiky me-
plodo katd to mpdtumo Twv pnuopévev tosotdv and ™y Kprm,
ot omofot BéPara eppavifovtat pe peyailtepn ovyvomnra.

H avaykatédmta avty g otpatiotikis emkovoviag, and vy
omola TG meploodTepPeS Popég eEaptdtal oe peydro Pabpd n em-
Toyis ékfaon pag ovykpovong, yrav Non yvooty| kat eiye a&to-
o 0el katd tov kaAbtepo tpdmo amnd tovg [1époeg, evaviiov twv
omolmv ekotpdtevoe o AAéEavdpog. Elval yapaktnpiotikd dt ot
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These reference make clear that: a) the basic function of an he-
merodromos is that of military messenger, especially under critical
conditions, and b) this function demanded special abilities. It re-
quired training, not only for physical endurance, which is perhaps
the only thing an hemerodromos and athlete have in common,
but also for other necessary skills. Primarily an hemerodromos
had to have excellent knowledge of topography, and perhaps spe-
cial techniques for the collection of this knowledge about the ge-
ography of the land, about the passages and crossings that would
shorten the distances the army had to cross in order to reach its
destination in the shortest possible time.

This important military role of hemerodromes appears also in
the definition of the term in the Suda or Suidas dictionary (305):
hemerodromos is the name given to the sun, but also to those who
carry speedily royal orders. Hemerodromes are of young age, sli-
ghtly older than adolescents when they acquire their first facial
hair, in order to serve such needs. They only carry bows, arrows,
javelins and slings for hurling stones, because those are useful in
a march. According to this definition, hemerodromes belong to
the auxiliary military corps with light weapons, and their main
purpose is military communication, which requires topographical
knowledge.

This definition of hemerodromes, along with the Cretan origin
of Philonides, as well as the reference to Cretan hemerodromes in
Xenophon and Diodorus, brings to mind the dromeis, the runners
of ancient Crete, whose function seems to have been similar to
that of the hemerodromes. The military organization of the Cre-
tan state in many fields is known through a considerable number
of sources. After all, the tradition of runners goes back to the my-
thical times, when Talos, the hero of Crete, ran round the island
three times a day as protector and guardian of the law. Combining
this information from ancient sources, we can surmise that the
young Cretan dromeis probably were trained to serve in time of
war as a military corps with light weapons, who initially were re-
sponsible for communications. However, in order to fulfill this
duty, they had to know the area and its topography, and perhaps



[Tépoeg paivetar va eivat and tovg mp@tovg mov adltomoinoav yta
TNV 0PYAVWO1 TOL KPATOUG TOVG NUEPODPOIOLG, Ot OTIo{oL aTtoTE-
Aovoav tov kiplo poyAd emkovmviag petaél tov dtapdpwy Tun-
pHATeV ™G ayavols avtokpatopiag tovg. Amo v emoyy] akdpn
tov M1dov Bactid Anidkn, o omolog emkowvovel uéow ayyeiia-
POpwv kat ackel v e§ovola péow KaTaokOm®y Kal avtnkowv avd
v emkpdrteia (Hpédotog 1.96 kat 100), péypt katr v emkpd-
™o tov [Tepodv kat ) draipeon tov kpdtovg oe catpameieg yia
™V kaAVtepn kat anmoteAeopatikdtepy droiknon, o ITé¢pong faot-
Adg, émw¢ mapaotatkd meptypdget o AptototéAng (I lepi kéopov,
De mundo 398a32), eiye kaBnpepiv evnpépoon and kdbe onpeio
™G emkpdtelag pe éva obompa orabudv kar puiakiov, 6mov
otdOpevav nuepodpdpor kar ppovpoil kar ayyeAiapdpol kat mo-
MTEG ETMKEPAMS TOV PPUKTOPLOV. AMWOTE, avTds 0 TpdTTog op-
yavwong ftav §on yvootds otovg Makeddveg kat tovg factieis
tovg Apdvta A’ kat AAéEavdpo A" amdé v emoyy tov Aapeiov,
étav to 513/2 m.X. n Makedovia eiye peratpamnel oe emapyia tov
[Tepotkot kpdtovg.

2t kaBoplotikés oTpatiwTikég kat MoALTikéG petappubuioetg
tov PuAitriov B, pe tig omoleg o paxedovikdg otpatdc kuptdpynoe
otadtakd oty EAAGda kat apydtepa oty Acia pe tov AAéEav-
dpo, mpémet va amodobel kat n dnprovpyla e&etdikevpévov copd-
tov. Aev amoteAel oVpmtwon to yeyovog Ottt otyv avAy tov
DuAinov avdpeoa otovg PaoctAtkods Ttaideg kat GLVOUNATKOVGS TOV
AleEavopov frav kat o Néapyog, ytog tov Avdpdtipov amd
Aated e Kprjmg, yevvnuévog dpmg oty Apgimoin, kat apyd-
tepa 0 PrAwviong amd ™ Xepodvnoo g Kpftng og npepodpdpog
kat fnpatotis. Katd mdoa mbavémra, ot otpatiwtikég kawvo-
topieg Tov PiAlTrIov Kat 1) epmepia ™G aywys oV SPoUEwY TwV
d%o Kpntadv, Nedpyov kat P1idovidn (lowg kat dAAwv tov omolov
ta ovépata dev odBnkav), pdArov odrjynoav kat otnv avdykn me-
partépo e&eldikevong kdmolwy amd tovg eAappd oTALOUEVOLG Mpe-
podpdpoug mov fjtav §on yvworol yia v avektipntn 6pdon tovg
o€ oTpatteTikés enyelpfoets. 'Etot mpémnet va ovykpoti|Onke amnd
Nuepodpdpovg to mio eetdikevpévo “odpa Twv fnuatiotdy’ pe
waltepa avotpd kat amarmtkd mpoodvta, agov ftav emeop-
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be able to use special techniques. Cretan dromeis would have been
much sought after during the Hellenistic period as mercenary he-
merodromes, in a similar manner to the famous archers of Crete,
who of course appear much more often.

The necessity of this military communication, on which in most
cases the successful outcome of a conflict depends to a great de-
gree, was already understood and had been deployed in the best
possible manner by the Persians against whom Alexander campai-
gned. It is interesting to note that the Persians seem to be among
the first to use hemerodromes for the organization of their admi-
nistration. They were the main means of communication among
the various parts of their vast empire. Ever since the time of Dei-
oces, King of the Medes, who communicated through messengers
and ruled through spies and eavesdroppers in all the land (Hero-
dotus 1.06 and 100), and through the period of Persian predomi-
nance and the dividing of the land in satrapies for a better and
more effective administration, the Persian king, as Aristotle vi-
vidly describes (De Mundo 398a32), was updated daily on events
through a system of stations and outposts, where hemerodromes
and guards and messengers and supervisors and heads of phrycto-
rias (beacons) were stationed. Besides, this form of organization
was already known to Macedonians and their king Amyntas I and
Alexander I during the reign of Darius, when Macedonia became
a province of the Persian state in 513-2 BC.

Among the decisive military and political reforms of Philip II,
thanks to which the Macedonian army gradually conquered Gre-
ece, and later Asia under Alexander, we have to include the crea-
tion of specialized bodies. It is no coincidence that in Philip’s
court, among the royal pages and Alexander’s age peers, there was
Nearchus, son of Androtimus from Lato of Crete, born in Amph-
ipolis, and later Philonides from Hersonisos of Crete, as hemero-
dromos and bematist. Most probably, the military innovations of
Philip and the training experience of the two Cretan dromeis, Ne-
archus and Philonides (and perhaps others that their names have
not survived), lead to a need for further specialization of some of
the lightly armed hemerodromes who were already known for
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their invaluable action in military operations. So, he-
merodromes must have formed the more speciali-
zed “corps of bematists”, with especially strict

and demanding criteria, since they had been
entrusted with measuring distances by paces,
choosing appropriate road passages, char-

ting, topographical mapping for military

purposes, and collecting other useful infor-

mation and data. Bematists and hemero-

dromes, persons of great importance for
communications, especially during military
operations, were the precursors not of today’s

long distance runners (marathon runners and

race walkers), but of the military corps of Com-
munications and of the Army Geographical Service,
specializing in communication and mainly in ch-
arting. This is undoubtedly suggested by the
amazingly rapid military mobilizations and inter-
ventions by Philip and Alexander, as well as by
their excellent choices in the locations they fou-
ght their battles, and also in the strategic sites
they built new cities, which still exist today. Indeed, it is still im-
pressive and incredible that in September of 335 BC, when the
Thebans revolted against the Macedonians due to a rumor that
Alexander was killed in a battle against the Illyrians, he appeared
outside Thebes with 30.000 foot soldiers and 300 horsemen. In
just 13 days, he had covered more than 400 kilometers and had
arrived in Thebes after crossing with his army the mountains of
Grammos, Pindus, and Kamvounia, as well as the plain of Thes-
saly. An excellent knowledge of topography and geomorphology,
and its astonishing application in practice, are prerequisites for
efficiency and speed in communication, transportation, choice of
battlefield and battle maneuvers, as well as in the choice of suita-
ble sites to establish stations. The phryctorias and stations of the
Persians became the Stations of the march of Alexander, but new
ones were also built at strategic points that proved necessary for
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communication and efficient administration. Some of these de-
veloped into important cities because of their strategic geograph-
position. Under Alexander’s orders, the data and
measurements collected by bematists, by Nearchus who as admiral
of the fleet was in charge of the Paraplous of India, and by other
exploratory expeditions such as the march of Craterus and the
voyages of Anaxicrates, Archias, Androsthenes, and Iero, were as-
sembled and deposited to the Museum of Alexandria.'” That was
the first instance of the creation of a large scale database, which
supported, facilitated, and induced the discoveries of the Alexan-
drine era.
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